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Mahalia
The Life and of
Mahalia Jackson
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THE CENTER
FOR ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY
AT GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY
The Center
for Arts and Technology
Governors State University
Richard S. Kordos, Executive Director
presents
A PROMISED LAND PRODUCTION OF
Mahalia
The Life and Music of Mahalia Jackson
by
TOM STOLZ
Directed by
DON STOLZ
Starring
VALENCIA C. LACY
FRED STEELE
and
GWENN WOODFORD
Musical Direction by
FRED STEELE
Set Design by Costume Design by
JON C. STOLZ WAYNE E. MURPHY
Light Design by
SCOTT HERBST
Featuring Eugene L. Gibson Jr.'s "Joyful Noise"
Produced by special arrangement with
Promised Land Productions, Inc., Excelsior, MN
Tour Management by Troupe America, Inc. Minneapolis, MN
Exclusive Tour Direction by
Mainstage Management International, Inc.
Cast Of Characters
Mahalia Jackson Valencia C. Lacy
Various People in Mahalia's Life Fred Steele
Various People in Mahalia's Life Gwenn Woodford
Understudies: For Valencia Lacy, Sandra L. Robinson; for Fred Steele,
Roland Wilson; for Gwenn Woodford, Gloria Taylor-James.
Understudies never substitute for listed players unless a special announcement
is made prior to the performance.
Tour Staff for Troupe America, Inc.
Company Manager Blake Hambrick
Production Manager/Technical Director Robert Kerwath
Stage Manager/Master Electrician Theresa Burnell
Sound Engineer Jamey Anderson
Cast Transportation Camelot Tours
Scenic Transportation Lakeland Ford
Administrative Staff for Troupe America, Inc.
Executive Director Curt Wollan
Business Manager John Tsofoyannis
Office Manager Carol Martin
Production Manager Scott Herbst
Shop Supervisor/Technical Director Tom Hailey
Concession Manager Jane Wollan
Accountant Denny Varnes, CPA
Legal Services Faegre & Benson, Mpls.
Insurance Services Garry Insurance Center
Insurance Services Paczolt Insurance
MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT ONE
"Careless Love" (W.C. Handy) Handy Brothers Music, INC. and
Columbia Records recording of Bessie Smith
with Louis Armstrong on Coronet.
"Hand Me Down Yo' Silver Trumpet, Gabriel" Negro Spiritual
"Let Us Go Down to Jordan" Negro Spiritual
"YOU Must Be Born Again" (Stuart Hamblen) Hamblen Music Co., ASCAP
"Jim Crow Blues" (F. Steele/T. Stolz) Promised Land Prod.
"Yes, God is Real" (Kenneth Morris) Morris Music CO., Inc. BMI
"Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho" Negro Spiritual
"Walking Up the King's Highway" (T.A. Dorsey) Unichappel
Music, Inc., BMI
"It Don't Cost Very Much".... (T.A. Dorsey) Unichappel Music, Inc., BMI
"Didn't It Rain" Negro Spiritual
"I'm Going To Live The Life
I Sing About in My Songs" .... (T.A. Dorsey) Unichappel Music, Inc., BMI
"City Called Heaven" Negro Spiritual
"How I Got Over" (W.H. Brewster)
THERE WILL BE AN INTERMISSION BETWEEN ACTS
ACT TWO
"We Shall Overcome" Adapted from "I'll Overcome Someday" by
Charles Tindley
"Keep Your Hand On The Plow" Negro Spiritual
"I've Been Buked" Negro Spiritual
"Deep River" Negro Spiritual
"Dig a Little Deeper" (Kenneth Morris) Morris Music Co., Inc., BMI
"Walk In Jerusalem" Negro Spiritual
"Elijah Rock" Negro Spiritual
"I'm On My Way" Negro Spiritual
"Take My Hand, Precious Lord" . (T.A. Dorsey) Unichappel Music, Inc., BMI
"Move On Up A Little Higher" (W.H. Brewster) Unichappel
Music, Inc., BMI
All scripture quoted are from The Authorized King James Version of the Bible. "I Have
a Dream" used by arrangement with The Heirs to the Estate of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
c/o Joan Daves Agency
The Original Cast Recording of Mahalia, starring Jearlyn Steele Battle, Fred Steele, and
Gloria Taylor-James is available of CD or cassette and may be purchased in the lobby
or by calling Promised Land Productions at (612)474-9296.
About The Author
Tom Stolz is an actor and veteran member of the Old Log
Theater Company in Excelsior, Minnesota, America's oldest
continuously running professional theater. One of the Twin Cities most
popular actors, Tom began his acting career as a child and throughout
the years has appeared in over 150 productions at this Equity theater his
father, Don Stolz, founded in 1941. Since 1984, Tom has also
performed his moving recitation "the Gospel According to St. Mark" in
churches, colleges, prisons, art centers and theaters throughout the U.S.,
Canada, and Switzerland.
Inspired by his love for Gospel music (especially the music of
Mahalia Jackson), and confident in the subject matter and simplicity of
"The Gospel According to St. Mark", Tom wrote Mahalia in response to
the Los Angeles riots in 1992. He believes the inspiring life of Mahalia
Jackson is timely and celebratory and the life-affirming quality of
gospel music is a welcome balm to a society starved for good news. Tom
hopes Mahalia will bring a message of love and hope to a society that
has moved too far away from its own conscience.
Notes from the Playwright about Mahalia
When writing a musical play such as Mahalia, it is very easy to
become so involved with the research of historical facts, and so carried
away by the arts and beauty of Mahalia Jackson's music, and so
distracted by all the dynamic characters, that the author can easily
forget "what the play is about." To make sure I would avoid this pitfall,
I scrawled a note to myself on a small paper and tacked it on the wall on
front of me for a reminder as I wrote. The note simply said, "This play
is about Salvation]"
It's true that this play is also about the legendary Mahalia
Jackson, "the World's Greatest Gospel Singer." It's true that this play is
also about Mahalia's pianist, the loyal Mildred Falls and Mahalia's
organist, Blind Frances (who saw better than most sighted people) and
Moses, the Old Testament servant of God and Martin Luther King, The
Black Moses. It's true this play is also about Bessie Smith and Elvis and
Mitch Miller and Jim Crow and Ralph Abernathy and Jazz and Blues and
Rock 'n Roll and New Orleans and Louis Armstrong and The Great
Depression and Chicago and Columbia Records and Carnegie Hall and
money and New York and politics and Presidents and Washington and
Europe and Montgomery and Bull Connor and segregation and marches
and Civil Rights and American History. But this play really
abou t... Salva tionf
Because of the "Culture War" being waged in America today,
there is a danger that any mention of God might offend. "Political
Correctness" demands that we avoid any "religious quality." But how
can I separate God from this play? God is the main character !
And how can I avoid any "religious quality" when talking
about Mahalia Jackson? How can I separate her from God? It's true
that some thought it possible. Many people encouraged her to "branch
out" into secular music to make her songs "more popular". But her
answer was, "Baby, there ain't nothin' more popular than God. . . God
is the most popular person in the world!" Others offered her thousands
of dollars to sing the blues. But Mahalia, whose faith could never let her
heart sing the blues, simply said, "Honey, I got somethin' give me by
God and I ain't messin' with it." It's impossible to separate Mahalia
Jackson from God. God was the center of her being. . . her all and all.
God was her gospel. . . her "good news" song. God was her salvation!
"Political Correctness" has also tried to secularize Dr. King. But
no matter how hard the world tries, you cannot separate the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. from God. He was a preacher. A child of
God who, like Mahalia, believed that every human life was a reflection
of divinity, molded in the image of an all loving God. The same God
who forever works throughout history for the establishment of
righteousness. Dr. King saw himself as a co-worker with God in a
spiritual movement, a Civil Rights movement that employed Mahalia's
heartfelt love songs as a counterpoint to God's urgent message that
America was in danger of losing her soul. The Black Moses, together
with Mahalia's Christian song of deliverance, would lead America's
children out of the Egypt of slavery and hate, and into the mind of God.
A vision of "The Beloved Community" in which all men and women of
all races and creeds live together as brothers and sisters in peace and
love.
"That's The Kingdom of God Martin's preachin' about!",
Mahalia would say, "Yes, sir. The Kingdom of God, Hallelujah! And
babies, we better listen. 'Cause if we don't learn to love, we gonna
perish together as fools! Don't you see darlin's? It's the Gospel! The
Good News that Love is our Salvation}"
Tom Stolz
Who's Who in the Cast
VALENCIA LACY (Mahalia Jackson) is native of Chicago's south side. Ms. Lacy
has studied music as a vocademic major and is an accomplished songwriter. A
contralto in her own right, she has an extensive range that has been noted to
cover the highs and lows of any musical scale. She attributes her success and
talents to her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name she can be found in
worship services at the Crusaders Ministry in Chicago under the leadership of
Apostle John Eckhardt. Ms. Lacy has established herself as a diva in gospel
music as well as being a background vocalist for such artists as Calvin Bridges,
Jessie Dixon, Ben Williams, Shirley Caesar, Albertina Walker, Andre Crouch
and Yolanda Adams, just to name a few. Her melodious voice and ministry of
song have been heard throughout the United States as well as in Italy, Germany,
Holland, Ireland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, France, and Barbados. Although
Ms. Lacy brings experience to the stage as an actress in lead roles in musicals
such as Sing, Purlie Victorious, and I Don't Want to Leave You Behind, the title
role in Mahalia will be by far her most honorable and greatest yet. Ms. Lacy,
or "V" as she is affectionately known, says "To play Mahalia is a dream come
true and a special gift from God, this I know. Thanks Tom, Don, and Fred for
seeing something in me that most consider hidden. I won't let you down and
most of all, Lord, I won't let you down."
FREDERICK STEELE (Musical Director/Ensemble) is a Gary, Indiana native. For
27 years, he has performed as a member of the family singing group the J.D.
Singers. He appeared in Minneapolis as Polynicies in the Guthrie Theatre's
production of Gospel at Colonus and toured with the show to Atlanta, Los
Angeles, Broadway. He appeared in the movie Graffiti Bridge and has
performed on three albums with the singer formerly named Prince. He has
sung lead vocals on recordings by Sam Davis and the Twins Cities Gospel
Ensemble and has performed with the Hawkins Family, James Cleveland, and
Andre Crouch. He is the lead vocalist, writer, and arranger for The Steeles,
whose first albums, "Heaven Help Us All," was released last summer.
GWENN WOODFORD (Ensemble) a native of Gary, Indiana, enjoys a rich life
in the ministry of gospel music. She holds a degree in African-American and
African studies with an emphasis in the social sciences. Her experience as a
church musician and choir director began immediacy upon accepting the Lord
as her Savior. The mother of five and grandmother of two remains steadfast in
the faith with the ministry that extends from church pianist to participation in
concerts and programs across the country, including her performance in The
Underground Railroad about Harriet Tubman. She currently serves as choir
director for Community Covenant Church in Minneapolis. Miss Woodford has
shared the stage with such artists as Rickey Grundy, Hesekiah Walker, The
Sounds of Blackness, Steven Roberts, Kirk Franklin, Sam Davis and others. She
also has toured Europe with The African American Heritage Music Network in
the production of Chatouranga. Ms. Woodford dedicates her performance to
the loves of her life: her parents, Mathew and Amelia Mitchell, her children
and grandchildren.
Who's Who in Production
DON STOLZ (Director) is the Producer/Director and owner of The Old
Log Theater, the nation's oldest continuously running professional
theater. Located in Excelsior, Minnesota, this Equity theater has been in
operation since 1940. Mr. Stolz was hired as an actor and director in
1941 and becameD the owner of The Old Log when he purchased the
theater in 1946. During the 1960 season, The Old Log Theater moved
into a 655 seat theater and began to operate year-round. Mr. Stolz is a
graduate of Oklahoma City University and earned his Master's Degree
from Northwestern University. After graduation, he worked for many
years as an actor in New York on radio and the stage. He has appeared
many times at The Old Log Theater as an actor and has directed over
600 Old Log Productions including the premiere production of Mahalia
in 1994.
JON C. STOLZ (Set Designer) has been the resident scenic and lighting
designer at The Old Log Theater in Excelsior, Minnesota for the last
thirteen years. In that time, he has worked on over 40 sets, including
those for The Foreigner, Rumors, Run For Your Wife, Whose Wife is it
Anyway, Da, The Kingfisher, The Odd Couple Lunch Hour, 84 Charing
Cross Road, Squabbles, Key for Two, I Ought to be in Pictures, Alone
Together, Don't Dress for Dinner, Brighton Beach Memoirs. Jon studied
theatrical design at the University of Wisconsin at Madison, was resident
scenic designer at Mill City Theatre in Minneapolis and has designed the
staging for many industrial productions for such companies as Toro and
Harley Davidson Motorcycles.
SCOTT R. HERBST (Lighting Designer) has served as Lighting Designer
and Stage Manager on several productions for Troupe America. Shows
to his credit include: Pump Boys and Dinettes, Little Shop of Horrors,
and Troupe America's own original "big" hit: The Lovely Liebowitz
Sisters. Scott has also designed many National tours - The I940's Radio
Hour, Forbidden Broadway and Ghost Stories for Troupe America, along
with Driving Miss Daisy and Steel Magnolias for Big League Theatricals.
WAYNE E. MURPHY (Costume Design) was, until his resent retirement,
the head costumer-designer for Norcostco (Northwestern Costume
House). In that role, he frequently worked on productions for Don Stolz
and the Old Log Theater. Since his retirement, Wayne has been enjoying
free-lance work as an actor, model, and costumer. His recent costuming
credits include: Ceremonies in Dark Old Men, Major Changes, and
Fences at the Penumbra Theatre in Minneapolis, Minnesota; August
Wilson's The Coldest Day and Homecoming at the World Theatre; and
It Runs in the Family, Rumors, The Foreigner, and Don't Dress for Dinner
as well as industrial shows and children's shows at The Old Log Theater.
THERESA BURNELL (Stage Manger/Master Electrician) is happy to be on
the road again. A native of Indianapolis, Indiana, Ms. Burneil completed
her bachelor degree in theatre in 1991. Between touring with Troupe
America's 1994 and 1995 productions of Babes in ToyJand,Ther&sa also
toured with Circa 21's first national tour of A Closer Walk with Patsy
Cline. She took a rest this past summer by returning to Lincoln
Amphitheater to remount her lighting design of Young Abe Lincoln and
Big River. Theresa has designed for such companies as the Phoenix
theatre, Indianapolis Ballet Theatre, Dance Kaleidoscope, Young Abe
Lincoln Musical Outdoor Drama, Butler Opera, Jean Ann Ryan
Productions. She has also toured the east coast with Nebraska Theatre
Caravan and the Caribbean with Norwegian Cruise Lines.
CURT WOLLAN (Executive Producer--Troupe America, Inc.) is the
President and founder of Troupe America, Inc. He has produced and
directed most of Troupe America's touring productions since 1987.
Besides Troupe America, Curt has directed for the Lamb's Theatre of
New York and their national tour of The Gifts of the Magi, for Big
League Theatricals and their national tours of Big River, Pump Boys and
Dinettes, Oil City Symphony, Steel Magnolias, and Driving Miss Daisy,
and in the Twin Cities area for the Plymouth Playhouse, the Venetian
Playhouse, Theatre-in-the-Round, and the Chimera Theatre Company.
Curt is the recipient of the Twin Cities Drama Critic's Circle "Kudos
Award" for his direction of the musical, Diamond Studs. He is also the
director and co-author of the hilarious, large and lovely singing trio--
The Lovely Liebowilz Sisters, who are now performing coast to coast.
PROMISED LAND PRODUCTIONS, INC. was founded by Tom Stolz and
is dedicated to spreading the gospel message through the theatre arts.
TROUPE AMERICA, INC. (Management Company) has been touring
theatrical productions from coast to coast and in Canada, since 1987.
Past Troupe America tours include: six seasons of Pickwick's Stories for
a Christmas Evening, two seasons of Dylan Thomas' A Child's Christmas
in Wales, 3 tours of Pump Boys and Dinettes, 2 tours of Stephen King's
Ghost Stories, a co-production of The Gifts of the Magi with the Lamb's
Theatre Company of New York and tours of On Golden Pond us well as
Driving Miss Daisy, Steel Magnolias, and Forbidden Broadway with Big
League Theatrical of New York. Troupe America also operates the
popular Plymouth and Venetian Playhouses in the Twin Cities area,
having produced a 5-year run of Nunsense, an 5-year run of Pump Boys
and Dinettes and critically acclaimed productions of Diamond Studs, A
Day in Hollywood/A Night in the Ukraine, Little Shop of Horrors, The
Lovely Liebowitz Sisters, and A closer Walk with Patsy Cline.
